F or years there has been an urgent need to get soil survey information in the hands of users more quickly. A new procedure has been developed that, when fully implemented, will make it possible to publish a survey about 1 year after the field work is completed. The following paragraphs describe the new procedure for preparing and processing the text of soil surveys.
Much of the work is automated. Under the old procedure, handling tables was one of the most time-consuming jobs in preparing and processing a manuscript. Remember when it was necessary to construct, type, and proofread the set of large tables in the state; and then edit, retype, and proofread them again in the Soil Survey Editorial Section of the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) at Hyattsville; and finally have the tables handset for printing by the Government Printing Office (GPO) and proofread again? Automation has eliminated these jobs.
